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Speaker 1 (00:05):
Main Street Business Insights is a production of Main Street America, an organization leading a movement that's committed to strengthening communities through preservation based economic development in historic downtowns and neighborhood commercial districts nationwide. To learn more, visit mainstreet.org.
Matt Wagner (00:27):
Hi everyone, and welcome to the next episode of the Main Street Business Inside Podcast, where we feature the stories of America's downtown and neighborhood entrepreneurs. I'm your host, Matt Wagner, chief program Officer at Main Street America. Today's podcast centers historical context as a key backdrop to our dialogue with the founding members of Barbershop Conversations in Goldsboro, Florida. You see, Goldsboro is one of the oldest communities founded by African-Americans, but you won't find it on any current map. Incorporated in 1891 by a group of 19 registered African-American voters and led by a small business owner, it became only the second incorporated community by the Freeman's Bureau who looked to support those working at the local railroad yards, farms, produce, and ice houses.
(01:18):
Over time, starting with the annexation by the City of Sanford in 1911, there were a series of public policy decisions that frankly eroded its identity, but as you'll hear, not its spirit to preserve its amazing cultural history. It's important to understand Goldsboro was once a prospering town with shops, churches, schools, and its own government, and over time, streets were named for its founders.
(01:44):
Goldsboro was also on the famed Chitlin Circuit Trail, which promoted underground performance venues mostly located in the south, that showcased black entertainers between the 1930s and fifties becoming a safe and accepting place for African-American musicians to perform during the Jim Crow era. Many well-known artists started to gain popularity through these venues from James Brown and BB King, Ella Fitzgerald, Little Richard, Ray Charles, Sam Cook, Tina Turner, and many more. But like so many famed Black Wall Streets of its time, policies such as Urban Renewal and the Interstate Highway Act began to erode its economy.
(02:26):
Despite its challenges, Goldsboro remains rich in cultural assets and other key economic drivers such as the Crooms Academy and the Amtrak Car Rail Station. Today's episode represents a group of business owners and community leaders engaged in a new main Street revitalization effort that acknowledges that it won't be like it once was, but it can be even better regaining its legacy and historical identity. So join me now from the Elite Styles Barber Lounge, home of the Barbershop Conversations. We'll see you on the other side.
Speaker 3 (03:13):
Today's Main Street Business Insights is coming from the Elite Styles Barber Lounge is part of a shared podcast with the team from Barbershop Conversations. I want to kick this off by introducing our guests, starting with the leader in revitalization of the storied Goldsboro Commercial District and certainly the most dapper in all of Goldsboro and the broader Main Street Network, Mr. Ken Bentley. Mr. Bentley, why don't you introduce yourself and your team here.
Ken Bentley (03:41):
Would love to, but now we have to get you straight on something. The person that really introduces me, he says I'm the best dressed in the world. You said Goldsboro, so let me get that straight.
Speaker 3 (03:52):
I said the Main Street Network, Mr. Bentley.
Ken Bentley (03:54):
Okay, the Main Street Network. You put a L on it. Let me put a L on it. Don't keep it local. Would love to. The Barbershop conversation is a podcast that was started for positivity. We wanted to encourage people to vote and at the time when we started the podcast, it was a podcast that myself being a registered Democrat, we were encouraging people to vote for a white Republican sheriff. And the reason being because he was the best candidate. We didn't want people to be hoodwinked and bamboozled or picking somebody that was under the Democratic platform that was going to do absolutely nothing for Seminole County. So that's the main reason we started this podcast, and two years later people just love it. They just love it. Now I'm Kenneth Bentley. I'm a lifelong resident of Sanford. The section that I live in is called the Goldsboro Community.
(04:44):
We applied for a main street destination, and we got it about a year ago. So historical Goldsboro Main Street is a part of our district and we got a letter from the governor today. I mean, I'm sorry, the Secretary of State, Secretary of State, Cord Byrd, honored Goldsboro Front Porch Main Street today. So we're doing what's right and we're going to continue to do what's right. Now, to my left is a handsome young fellow, [inaudible 00:05:13]. His name is Daveon Hampton, but he's my top student. My former career I was a teacher at Hamilton Elementary, and he was a top student. So he carried that name because he was the brightest child of the class.
(05:25):
Also to my right, another handsome young man. His name is Emery Green, Jr. He's named after his father and his father's one of the pioneers of the Midway community, and his father brought entrepreneurship to Seminole County. He brought it to Seminole County. These two young men are the backbones and the framework of what we do with the podcast. I want to straighten everybody out there in TV land. This is not Mr. Bentley's platform. This is not Mr. Bentley's podcast. It's the Barbershop Conversations podcast, and all of us have equal rights. Now I'm going to hand it over to top student, the smartest man in land.
Daveon Hampton (06:06):
Well, thank you. Thank you for that, Mr. B. Well, my name is Daveon Hamilton, and I'm a lifelong Sanford resident basically from a section, a neighborhood called Midway, which Mr. B just spoke of, which we now try to rename it North Orlando. So rebranded. We reside right across the street from the Sanford Airport, Sanford Orlando International Airport. As you fly in, I'm watching the airplanes fly in, so that's a good thing to see from my community as well.
(06:42):
I'm an entrepreneur, I'm a home builder. I own a store and different things in my community, and I'm just trying to bring the best out of the best.
Ken Bentley (06:53):
Excellent.
Emery Green (06:54):
My name is Emery Green, Jr. I have the privilege of being the executive producer of the Barbershop Conversation. You might not see me on camera, but you see all of our work online. I'm proud, obviously, to be associated with this platform, but I originate as Mr. Bentley said from Midway, which is known as Historic Midway Canaan City directly across from the Orlando Sanford Airport in North Orlando. It's always a privilege to be a part of something as positive as this. These gentlemen exemplify what excellence is and I am just honored to work behind the scenes to try and amplify what it is that they do.
Speaker 3 (07:40):
One of the special threads I think about main streets and small businesses is not always the physical nature of the buildings where the businesses are, but truly the people. It's the entrepreneurs, the small businesses, it's the community people that really make the difference. I was wondering if you all could talk a little bit about the history of Goldsboro, what that means to you, and how it plays out within Barbershop Conversation.
Ken Bentley (08:10):
Would love to. By being the oldest, I guess I'll go first. When I say old, I was born by a midwife. I wasn't born at a hospital, so I'm part of segregation. When I was brought home, I was born in the Georgetown community and I was raised and lived in the Goldsboro community where I still reside. So I saw everything. I saw businesses on both sides of the street, and at that time it was called 13th Street. It's been renamed Historical Goldsboro Boulevard. So I saw that Black men and Black women could be prosperous. Nobody had to tell me. I saw it. I saw gas stations, laundromats, car dealerships, restaurants, beauty parlors, pool rooms. I saw everything on both sides of the street. And I also saw something that was an economic engine. We used to call it the ice house. Every tractor trailer that was taking any kind of produce from here to Belle Glade or to Pahokee had to stop by there and ice up because it wasn't refrigerated trucks yet.
(09:09):
So as a little boy, we would just watch them ice those trucks up, and they would always give us some cucumbers or something for standing by getting the ice up for them. But I saw that economic engine and I saw people that had jobs. One thing I didn't see when I was young, I didn't see homelessness and I didn't see unemployment. So I don't know when that came along, but I didn't see that as a boy. You would work. You either had a job or you went up a tree called Orange Street and you picked some oranges, you pick some potatoes, you picked cucumbers, cut celery, you did something. It was no such thing as, "I'm not working." And it was no such thing about homelessness. Everybody stayed somewhere, whether it was the housing project, [inaudible 00:09:51] Quarters, Chief Quarters, you stayed somewhere, you weren't homeless.
(09:56):
And another thing I saw was pride. I saw pride in Goldsboro because any adult, whether it was Mr. Green or Mr. Hampton, could tell me what to do. That's what I saw. And I saw it from one end of the street to the other end of the street, and if I did anything out of character, by the time I got home, my mother knew about it. There was no cell phones and there was no email, but she knew about it. So I don't know how. They did it with the waves or the turning the spirits and fly to your house and come back. I don't know how they did it, but they knew it. And the reason that we applied for Main Street for historical Goldsboro is because we knew that we once had that. We want to revitalize the community, bring it back, and we want to bring it back.
(10:41):
We want to bring it back the businesses that the young kids also want to do, the older generation, and when we bring it back Main Street, we're not just trying to bring it back for only African-Americans, we're bringing it back for citizens. If you happen to be of another persuasion and you want to have a business on historical Goldsboro Boulevard, hey, we welcome you. Yeah, we welcome you.
Speaker 3 (11:04):
Come on in.
Ken Bentley (11:05):
Come on in. And even I was a part of a segregated movie theater. It was called the Star Theater. Only Blacks went to that movie theater. So we want to make that a performing arts center. We want to bring some of the luster back. Now we still have Crooms Academy, which is fantastic. It's one of the top high schools in the country. It's an information technology center. We got that. We also have a magnet school with Goldsboro Elementary.
(11:31):
We have a partnership with NASA. So those kids get a lot. But we still got to get that business component, and that's why people like top student who's a builder is vital and people like Emery Green, Jr who's a developer also are vital because they can help us bring those core businesses back to historical Goldsboro Boulevard. I want everybody to be clear, you don't have to be born in Goldsboro to come back and do something.
Speaker 3 (11:56):
Amen.
Ken Bentley (11:56):
Yeah. These two people are willing, they're a part of it, whether they're on the executive board or whether they're a part of the board of directors, they're a part of historical Goldsboro Main Street.
Speaker 3 (12:06):
Amen. You don't need a passport.
Ken Bentley (12:07):
No, you don't need a passport. They have property along that same strip I'm talking about, and this young man is going to put some buildings on historical Goldsboro Main Street.
Daveon Hampton (12:17):
Mr. Bentley mentioned something that really exemplifies how our communities are really connected. He mentioned the ice house. Although we are from Midway, Goldsboro was the epicenter of how all of the crops that were harvested from this corridor, which Midway is a migrant community, and many of the agricultural fields were in Midway in the entire corridor of Midway. So when the crops were harvested, sent to the wash house, they were then put on rail cars, but those rail cars needed to be iced down. Those rail cars were directly connected to downtown corridors, including ice houses that were in Goldsboro. So we truly have interconnectivity that all draws back to Goldsboro.
Speaker 3 (13:15):
What amazes me about Goldsboro, having toured there, listened to the stories, is while, to your point, there may not be all the buildings that used to be there, the cultural history is unlike any other. And being a builder, curious about how you think about the history of Goldsboro and how that maybe impacts your thinking on the next stage. What does Goldsboro look like going forward?
Emery Green (13:45):
Well, for me, as I'm sitting here and listening to each one of you talk, I'm thinking about Goldsboro as a young male, as a young adult. Well, as a young kid, shall I say, going to Goldsboro community from the Midway community, probably about a good 10, 15-minute ride from our community. We always went to Goldsboro to what he says was known as 13th Street to as I'm sitting here talking to you, I'm looking at the grocery store Tip Top Charlie's. I'm looking at Mother's Kitchen, the restaurant that we freaking, I'm looking at the barbershop that I went to, Ms. Sarah's barbershop. I'm looking at the auto mechanic that we went to, Joe's Auto Mechanics. I'm looking at the cleaners that, McCoy's cleaner, that we went to. I'm looking at Ideas Groceries that we went to. I'm looking at the barbecue stand on the end of 13th Street and so many other businesses. I'm looking at them and I see them in the form of where they're at now. And some of the buildings are obsolete now.
(14:51):
I see it as a downtown Sanford, revitalizing it. Don't bring it up too modern, but just enough to give it that same old-time feel. And I'm pretty sure that's something that I know we can get done, and I know we going to get it done. So yeah, I'm just looking at it just like downtown Sanford, bringing back the originality.
Speaker 3 (15:16):
So as we think about your own podcast, Barbershop Conversation, how do you use that vehicle, that ability to communicate about different topics, issues to a broader audience? How does that impact you see the future of Goldsboro? How do you use that format?
Ken Bentley (15:39):
Well, we got a cast member that's not president tonight. His name is Mr. Irv Simpson, and he always has a quote. We bring on the duty experts. We bring on the duty experts to tell them about things that we can do with Goldsboro. We bring on healthcare providers and we're going to build a clinic on 13th Street in April by bringing on duty experts and they see that's a need. True Health has agreed to have a clinic on 13th Street. We bring in the duty experts from the Urban League. The Urban League has agreed to put a $6 million facility across from the public safety building on Historical Goldsboro Boulevard by bringing in the duty experts. We also talk to duty the experts, do our daily lives, and we've got a Sanfordite who's from the Goldsboro community. His name is Mr. Alexander Wynn, who's currently constructing a funeral home on 13th Street. They're doing the pipe work as we speak.
(16:33):
We've also talked to other people that have vacant buildings and they've agreed to let us use those for incubators for Main Street businesses that want to start up, really can't afford to pay rent, but they can have a free space to go to and use. We got that on the horizon. And we've also had a conversation with the builder that's going to build a commerce park. And when I say a commerce park, nothing huge, but it's going to be right across from the Boys and Girls Club and Crooms Academy on the corner of McCracken and Persimmon Avenue. And they've agreed to name that Historic Goldsboro Commerce Park, and it's not going to be tractor-trailer trucks. The biggest truck might be an Amazon truck or a UPS truck. We've got stipulations in place. And they've also agreed to look at the church next door and do the same kind of frontage as far as facade that they have sort of blend in with the neighborhood.
(17:23):
So we got people buying into it. And also, we talk about the businesses, but top student is also a home builder, not just for businesses. They're building homes in the Goldsboro community too. So people are coming back, people that left to go to Lake Mary, Deltona, Willows Park, they're coming back to Sanford because they see the homes, they see the businesses coming, and they also see an education system that's second to none. Remember what we said earlier, the top high school in the country is on Historical Goldsboro Boulevard, Crooms Information Technology. It's the top. They don't have a football team and a band, but your child will get an AA degree at 18 years old [inaudible 00:18:06], 18 years old with an AA degree and no college debt.
Daveon Hampton (18:10):
Mr. B, and to add on to the top of it. I was thinking I was saying some of the businesses that I seen as a young man talking about Dr. Cherry and his father, the dental place that was our dentist. Everything that we done as a kid and coming up was on 13th Street, which is now Historic Goldsboro Boulevard. And now you take and you look back at it, 1792 and Sanford was our main corridor for businesses such as the police station. Now the police station and the fire station that once sat on 1792 now sits and resides on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard. So if that tells you anything about the way West Goldsboro Boulevard, Historic Goldsboro Boulevard it's going. If you take the police station and the fire station and put these main multi-million dollar business building on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard, it ought to tell you where we're going at the end future.
Emery Green (19:18):
And also to add to that point, we have to give the city some credit too. The city came on AKA 13th Street, Historical Goldsboro Boulevard and they did a $3 million street scape.
Speaker 3 (19:30):
Streetscape.
Emery Green (19:30):
Yeah.
Speaker 3 (19:31):
Yeah, it's beautiful there.
Emery Green (19:33):
$3 million street scape. And Crooms just finished a $5 million gymnasium. I think your last visit we showed you the gymnasium, not the school, the gym is a $5 million investment.
Speaker 3 (19:47):
I think we had a community program in there that night.
Emery Green (19:49):
We did. We had a speak out.
Speaker 3 (19:53):
So we're seeing across the country there's a shift. There's a generational shift happening before our very eyes. Baby boomers beginning to retire out from either their businesses or their professional lives and a need in some cases to sort of pass the baton to a new generation. When you think about Goldsboro, what does that look like? What does that mean? How do you use Barbershop Conversations as a way to communicate to youth to take ownership of Goldsboro?
Ken Bentley (20:29):
It's good that you said that. We've already started, and if you could remember your visit maybe four or five months ago, we took you out to Crooms. And the kids at Crooms did a webpage for us. We are already grooming those kids. They take all the pictures of Goldsboro, we teach them the history, they man the website for us, and they get more and more interested. And what we do, we also, not just the kids at Crooms, we get the kids across the street at the Boys and Girls Club. We get them interested in Goldsboro. We have different fact finding information about Goldsboro. And what we do, we realize this, Matt, I know I'm not going to live forever, so I surround myself with young strong people like Mr. Hampton and Mr. Byrd because see, they can carry a torch. Their hand won't get hot and they'll drop it. They'll keep carrying it. And that's the biggest thing about us, other board members.
(21:20):
I might be the youngest board member, but we realize that we have to groom other people to keep it going. I can look in the mirror and I can remember when all the men's were named Mr. Daniels, Mr. Cherry, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Lamb, Mr. Anderson. I can remember, but none of those names are here no more. So I've got enough common sense. I don't want to go nowhere, Matt, but I know Mr. Bentley ain't going to be here forever. But one thing about it, we're grooming young people. We don't have to worry because Green and Hampton and the other young kids that are part of this organization, they can carry it on. We got a young commissioner in the district. His name is Carrie Wiggins. He's on board. He's young, he's full of energy.
(22:01):
We also have the director at the Boys and Girls Club, Mr. Brent Henderson, young, full of energy, positive that they can carry it on. Any time you're with an organization and you don't never give the wheel to another person, you're in trouble. I give the wheel to Emery Green, I get in the passenger side. Now, I'm not trying to tell them how to drive, but I give them the wheel. And that's what we realize at [inaudible 00:22:24].
Speaker 3 (22:23):
Those are teaching moments.
Ken Bentley (22:25):
Yeah, that's what we realized with the Main Street. It ain't going to be about building. A lot of this stuff that we're doing, I might not never see it. I might not never see it, but I got two copilots and other copilots that'll carry the dream on. Dr. King hasn't seen anything Kenneth Bentley done, but look what I'm doing. You have to look at it like that. Malcolm X has never seen anything I've done, but somebody taught me how to keep it going. And I go back to those old names, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Daniels, Mr. Jackson, they taught us that we had to do something. You got to leave a legacy. If you don't, it'll die out. And that's what we refuse to do is let it die out.
Daveon Hampton (23:09):
Oftentimes the individuals that Mr. Bentley is talking about, their names don't start with they because they always have something to say. They don't always show up. They don't always put in the work. They often question about the particulars of a situation, circumstance, or a particular problem. They don't come up with solutions. But those who have put in the work, who committed the time to follow diligently, understand that there's wisdom before there's access. And before there's access, there has to be a knowledge of how to solve the problem. And the only way you gain the knowledge is putting yourself in a situation to where you learn how to figure things out. And that means being a great follower. And if you become a great follower, you can become a great leader. And that is the essence of how Goldsboro and the leadership in Historic Goldsboro or anywhere in general, is positioned for allowing equitable partnerships to come to fruition.
Speaker 3 (24:28):
We need to bottle that up.
Ken Bentley (24:30):
Lord knows we do. I [inaudible 00:24:31] for that.
Speaker 3 (24:32):
That's right. Do you both as entrepreneurs and small business owners, do you feel an added weight or pressure to have a business, to give back to the community? Do you feel that pressure, that weight a sort of, how do you consider that? Do you think of it as an obligation, a will, a warmth?
Daveon Hampton (25:02):
Well, for me, I feel the added weight. I feel the added pressure because I know all eyes on me like Tupac said. But no, I don't feel obligated to do anything other than what I am doing. And hopefully the light that I'm shining will be bright enough for others to pick up on. And that's all I'm trying to do is lead my example, therefore others can fall in my path.
Emery Green (25:35):
That's a great point, Daveon. And for me, it truly goes back to your faith. Faith should be the essence of what drives us. And in our faith, we have to be accountable to one another. This platform is one of the main reasons I decided to associate with it because I came after it started is because they were accountable to one another.
Speaker 3 (26:07):
CIC?
Emery Green (26:08):
Not only were they accountable to one another, but the essence of this platform falls on standards. It is founded on standards of CIC, which is ...
Daveon Hampton (26:21):
Credibility, integrity, character. Those three principles are truly how this operates. And then in addition to that, the accountability is the measure in which we are able to go out beyond these walls, serve, lead, and not say, "Hey, look at me. Look at what I did, or look at what we did." Let the work speak for itself. And that is truly what, when you look back on the faith, the Bible tells us to whom much is given, much is required. And for us, the requirement to serve, it's not hard because that is what we believe in. That's the essence of what we know.
Speaker 3 (27:18):
So you have philanthropy, you've got government, corporate to community serving organizations that all try to help Main Street, another organization trying to help, what do we get wrong or fail to understand about places like Goldsboro?
Ken Bentley (27:40):
You have to remove a myth. A lot of times the myth might be negative and it take ages to move. Some people might say, "Well, you're going to get robbed if you go over there. It's unsafe if you go over there. You can't raise a family if you go over there." And it's not true. There's no community in the United States that has never had issues. We've had issues in the past that currently don't exist. A lot of people say, "Well, there's nowhere to live in Goldsboro." And that's just a lie. And it's alive because the young man in my right, Mr. Emery Green, Jr. him and his father have quality, quality living units in the Goldsboro community. So nobody has to move out of Goldsboro. And the young man to my left builds quality, quality single family homes. So nobody has to move out of Goldsboro.
(28:30):
It's just some people that Matt, you find out in life, they just going to be negative, and they just love the habit where it's just, "Don't do this, don't do that." And as Mr. Green mentioned earlier, those are the they people. The they people. They say. You cannot find a birth certificate in the United States where a parent named their child They Say. They got a first name. It's either Kenneth, Daveon, or Emery. So a lot of times you just have to remove the myth. But we're doing that. I want to be honest with something, Matt, the school that I've been bragging on, Crooms, it's majority white students and it's directly in the hood. It's directly across from where I grew up at. Goldsboro Elementary, top Magnet school in the country also. It's directly in the hood. And most of the students are white. Whites are seeing the value of coming to Goldsboro.
(29:23):
It's a quality education, whether it's elementary or high school. So we're removing that myth. And nobody's robbing anybody that's unsafe. If you look at crime statistics, Goldsboro has declined and declined and declined. It's no open drug trade like it used to be years ago along the boulevard. But will I sit here and tell a lie? Everybody's doing everything right? Absolutely not. But it is not wild, wild west it used to be. And we have to get a big number two pencil and erase all of that because some people just want to hang on to it. And also another side, now this is [inaudible 00:30:00] so he know better than anybody. You can brag on Lake Mary, but also with a lot of money because a lot of drugs. We just don't hear about that because it is Lake Mary. But when it's an underserved community, oh Lord, yeah.
(30:15):
So no community has rid itself of any element, all negative elements. But that's the biggest thing. We just got to keep people with that number two pencil just erasing the past because it's not the past anymore. 
Daveon Hampton (30:28):
One of the reasons it happened quietly in Lake Mary is because they come to Goldsboro do the dirty then go to Lake Mary and go to sleep.
Speaker 3 (30:36):
Could you repeat that, sir?
Daveon Hampton (30:38):
They come to Goldsboro and do they dirt and go to Lake Mary and go to sleep.
Speaker 3 (30:38):
Okay.
Daveon Hampton (30:43):
So that's why Lake Mary is not on the horizon like Goldsboro. But like Mr. Bentley said, it's just as much crime and stuff going on in Lake Mary as it is in Goldsboro. But Goldsboro get that rep because of the old. It used to be what it used to be. It was a time as a Black man, I was scared to go to Goldsboro. It was that time. It was the projects back then. It was gang bang. It was that type. But now it is transformed.
(31:17):
Like Mr. Bentley was saying earlier, Mr. Green and his family, they own quite a few units in the Goldsboro area, probably in the millions. And I don't think that them as business people will want to put that type of money into a crime riddled community where they won't never get their investment back. And here it is me, I'm putting three, four homes in the Goldsboro community right now. So I wouldn't want to put a million dollar investment or something in the Goldsboro community if I felt like it was like the wild, wild west of LA or something. So you just get a bad old rep.
Speaker 3 (32:02):
When Main Street organizations get started in a community, whether a small downtown or a neighborhood, a lot of people talk about the way it used to be. And certainly those are sort of either the build environment or cultural attributes that you want to save and serve as the foundation and the bedrock to move from. But you also all talked about the new anchors, rooms, to investments from the city, things going on that private entrepreneurs and small businesses are doing. What does the Goldsboro from 10 years out in the future look like?
Ken Bentley (32:46):
It looks prosperous. It looks super prosperous with a lot of young generation X, a lot of, how would I say it? Millennials. And you'll have a dying breed like me, the baby boomers, a couple of us still be hanging around, but we'll be hanging around for support. We don't want to run nothing or be in charge of them. We just want support so you don't lose the focus because the focus is to rebirth of the community. And we also want you to know the history because that's important. You got to know the history of the community. We need to have some kind of design too. We don't want everybody just throwing up something. We want a design. We want a design, and we also want to have an economic vitality. We want people to make money. We want people to make money. And another thing that we want to do, we want to try to get away from absentee landlords.
(33:39):
You're not going to invest if you live in Maine or you live in Delaware. All you're looking for is that monthly stipend that I send you. So if somebody tell you, "Well, he's not keeping up the building, or there might be some illegal activity going," you couldn't care a bit about it because he sends you your check the first of every month or even the leasing agency sends you your check. So we want to get where it's ownership of people that are here, where just like the telephone commercial, you can reach out and touch. We want to be able to reach out and touch and say, "Daveon, how about a plan for this grant because this is a facade grant and we can do this to your building and it can look more uniformly along the boulevard, and it doesn't cost you a thing." We want to be able to reach out and touch people like that. If you are 10 states away, you could care less about the facade grant. We want to do things like that.
Speaker 3 (34:24):
That's exactly right. That's exactly right. What about you?
Daveon Hampton (34:30):
The way I see Goldsboro in 10 years as I'm sitting here thinking about it, I'm here listening to all the talk around the community, around the Sanford area. You got some fields that's potentially coming to the Goldsboro community. When I say fields, we talk about multiple football fields, baseball fields. Mr. B. just spoke about the funeral home that I see with these [inaudible 00:34:55] that's been built on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard. We're talking about a successful funeral home that's already in business in another town that's coming back home and building another business on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard at an old carwash building. Just took out an old building and put a new building. So me seeing these things that are going on with my very same eyes right now, I see it as an engine that's getting ready to take off. So yeah.
Emery Green (35:33):
It's really difficult to navigate your destination if you don't know where you come from because you have to have a starting point. And knowing your starting point really fuels which direction we all go, up, down, right, left, staying where we are. I think for this entire corridor, specifically Historic Goldsboro, they literally are in the epicenter of all things Sanford, City of Sanford, the epicenter. You have the mall, the I-4 corridor, which now 419 is connecting to it. Goldsboro is right there. You have Amtrak. Goldsboro is right there. You have historic downtown Sanford. Goldsboro is right there. So the anchor point of Sanford literally is Historic Goldsboro. So there's only one way that I think they can go. It's up from here, and we're super excited to see them grow and whatever we can do to help the process along the way, we're coming.
Ken Bentley (36:58):
Well, Emery, I just thought about it. I forgot all about, Amtrak is in Goldsboro. And we see thousands, thousands of cars lined up in Goldsboro to get on that train to what they call that train ahead [inaudible 00:37:16].
Daveon Hampton (37:16):
Internationally, Virginia, Rochester, New York, Canada, all across from Chicago, all across people were coming through Sanford. And it starts and ends right in Historical Goldsboro.
Speaker 3 (37:35):
Right. Goldsboro, the epicenter.
Ken Bentley (37:36):
The epicenter. And also, as Mr. Green mentioned, we got the SunRail, a couple of blocks away from the SunRail. Yeah, SunRail, 417. We got everything that's just dumps right off in Goldsboro.
Emery Green (37:49):
And not to mention you got The Barn in Goldsboro.
Ken Bentley (37:49):
It is. It is.
Emery Green (37:52):
The Barn is in Goldsboro and The Barn, you hear the name Barn. So that's a country bar that's in Historic Goldsboro Boulevard, on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard.
Daveon Hampton (38:09):
Loretta Lynn has played there. Johnny Cash. Yeah.
Speaker 3 (38:13):
That was part of the original Chitlin Trail, wasn't it?
Daveon Hampton (38:16):
No, it wasn't part of the Chitlin Trail. That came after.
Speaker 3 (38:18):
After.
Daveon Hampton (38:19):
But The Barn is just like what the Apollo is to African-Americans. Yeah. If you played in The Barn and you're a Country and Western singer, you went to the Apollo.
Speaker 3 (38:31):
Wow.
Emery Green (38:32):
Well, the Chitlin Trail is the Deluxe Bar.
Ken Bentley (38:36):
Deluxe Bar. That's where we took you at, the Deluxe Bar.
Emery Green (38:36):
That's in Goldsboro, the Deluxe Bar.
Ken Bentley (38:36):
The Chitlin Circuit.
Daveon Hampton (38:36):
That was one of ...
Speaker 3 (38:41):
Well, truly thankful for the time. When we think about main streets all across the country, as I said before, talk about buildings, talk about commercial activity, but it starts with people.
Ken Bentley (38:55):
It does.
Speaker 3 (38:56):
And you three individuals are making it happen.
Ken Bentley (39:00):
Yeah, it does. I just wanted to make one last point about businesses and a business, a certain business that's still on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard, and it's the West 13th Street Barbershop. When you talk about the West 13th Street Barbershop, I'm looking at Ms. Sarah, which was a female that was a barber that ministered to you while she was cutting your hair. And she had a son named Big Rick, and he was a barber as well, and her daughter was a barber in there as well. And now you go years and years later, as two of them have went on with the Lord and now the grandson, that's my age, that was in there playing with cars and trucks, has taken the business over and he's pioneering it with his uncle.
Speaker 3 (39:46):
Amazing. Come full circle.
Ken Bentley (39:51):
Just to see it come full circle. And it's still actively open to this day. And I believe it was like ... It is the oldest barbershop in the City of Sanford.
Daveon Hampton (39:51):
It has to be.
Emery Green (39:58):
It has to be the oldest in Seminole County.
Ken Bentley (39:58):
In Seminole County.
Emery Green (40:01):
No doubt about it.
Speaker 3 (40:02):
Wow. Well, just like the barbershop, the community full circle. Thank you all so much.
Ken Bentley (40:09):
Great conversations.
Speaker 3 (40:09):
I really appreciate it. And certainly all the best to you all in your endeavors in Goldsboro.
Ken Bentley (40:16):
Thank you.
Matt Wagner (40:28):
So there you have it. I hope you enjoyed our conversation with Mr. Ken Bentley, Emery, and Daveon from Barbershop Conversations. At the heart of any revitalization effort remains the people. Without champions with vision and commitment that can inspire and empower others, it just simply doesn't happen. I'm so excited for their future and admire their fortitude. It's their past coupled with their future stories that make our main street world so special. So as always, if you're a business owner, I hope this episode has provided plenty of insights and inspirations as to the power of your participation and the intersection of both economic and civic life. And as consumers, please continue to get behind your local revitalization efforts by supporting your independent small business owners. So that's going to do it for this episode of The Main Street Business Inside Podcast. Thanks for listening.
(41:24):
Please rate and review us and be sure to subscribe and tell your friends, family, neighbors, and colleagues so you all can catch the next episode when I'll hop on over to Hollerbachs German Restaurant and Market in downtown Sanford, Florida sitting down with its president, Christina Hollerbach, for an amazing discussion about her insights on maintaining a vibrant workforce, business expansion and growth strategies, and building a brand identity. We'll see you then and thanks for all the support.
Speaker 1 (41:56):
Thanks for listening to Main Street Business Insights, a production of Main Street America. If you know a local business with a great story to tell, please share it with us by emailing businessinsights@mainstreet.org.
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