2025 GREAT AMERICAN
MAIN STREET AWARD

An Insider’s Guide

June 17, 2024

© National Main Street Center



GAMSA 2025 TIMELINE

Wednesday, June 12
Friday, July 26
September (tentative)

April 7, 2025

Application Opens
Applications Due (11:59PM CST)
Semifinalists Announced

2025 Winners Announced at
Main Street Now 2025 in Philadelphia

For more info, resources, application link, visit mainstreet.org/gamsa



https://mainstreet.org/gamsa

ELIGIBILITY & PROCESS

1) Accredited Main Street America®
Program with active membership

2) Have not previously won GAMSA

3) Complete online application including
narrative, photos and letters of support

4) Mail in payment of $150 to:

National Main Street Center, Inc.
Attn: GAMSA

53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 350
Chicago, IL 60604

*If prefer to pay by credit card, email gamsa@mainstreet.org



JURY & SELECTIONS OVERVIEW

* Nationwide Jury
* Some carry-over year to year

e 8 Semifinalists Selected
* Phone call with Jury
= Late August/Early September

e 3 Winners Selected



2025 APPLICATION UPDATES

* Updated and streamlined

* More information about Board
demographics

 Revised narratives section



APPLICATION TIPS & TRICKS

e Start early!

* Use data to support application

* Focus on outcomes of the Main Street
organization (not future plans)

* Be proud, but not boastful

* Compose answers in a Word document

* Double and triple check application for
consistency

* Have an extra set of eyes on your
application



APPLICATION TIPS & TRICKS (CONT.)

* Ensure website is updated/reflects
application & MSA logos included
e Letters of support
* High quality images
e 2000x1500 px, 150 dpi or higher

* Collages OK, but be prepared to submit
original images, if requested

Danville, VA © Laura Ashworth



SEMIFINALIST & RECIPIENT BENEFITS

e Semifinalists
* Announcement blog
* Pressrelease template
* Semifinalist logo pack
* Social media posts

* Winners
e Short documentary film
* Media kit & support
* Plaque, winner logo pack
* Ceremony at Main Street Now
* Prominent website placement






MACON, GA

Consolidated
city/county
population: 157,346

54% Black
39% White
Poverty rate: 25%



Comprehensive Approach



Four Point Approach in Macon



Five Tips for a Winning Application

+ Build your team

+ Be sure your team can
keep a secret

+ Tell your story

+ Compile compelling
visuals

+ Give yourself plenty of
time!

+ Prepare for a marathon



Build Your Team

+ Who should be on your team?
State coordinator, board chair, key
volunteers or staff

+ Have an idea of who should be on
your team if (when!) you win



* What are the values your
program lives by and how
are you living out those
values?

* What examples support
those values?

* How do you tell a story
around those examples
that always relate back to
your values?

* Be specific and have data
to support your points (but
don’t only list numbers)

« Submit everything you
possibly can!

Tell Your Story



Compile
Compelling
Visuals

+ Invest in quality images

+ Images should
illustrate and reinforce
what's in your
application

+ Use your photo key as
a way to continue
telling the story
























Use Your Visuals to Tell Your Story

* Video is optional...

* BUT you should still
submit one!

» Adapt existing content or
create something you
can reuse



Be Ready to Invest Your Time & Resources

* Be prepared for the time this application will take
 Leave plenty of time for review from multiple sets of eyes

« ChatGPT is a helpful tool for creativity and wordsmithing —but it
cannot write this application for you!

« Set a budget —for the application and the roll-out



Prepare for a Marathon






Don’t let people forget!












Plan your roll-out

» Social media plan

« Make it easy for your partners to share
the good news!

* Email to supporters
* Press conference

* Press release sent to state and
local media









CELEBRATE!









COMMEMORATE












Thank youl!

Emily Hopkins

Vice President of External Affairs &
Main Street Manager

NewTown Macon

emily@newtownmacon.com
newtownmacon.com



mailto:emily@newtownmacon.com




Thank you!

Steve Amraen
gamsa@mainstreet.org
312.610.5609

National Main Street Center
53 West Jackson Blvd. Suite 350

Chicago, IL 60604
mainstreet.org


mailto:gamsa@savingplaces.org
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